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	NC/EYFS expectation
	NC Non-statutory guidance
EYFS Development Matters 2021
	End of year expectations
	Teaching & Application

	YR
	Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases.
Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.
	Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient.
Examples of how to support this:
Teach and model correct letter formation. Continuously check the process of children’s handwriting (pencil grip and letter formation, including directionality). Provide extra help and guidance when needed. 
Plan for regular repetition so that correct letter formation becomes automatic, efficient and fluent over time.

Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.
Examples of how to support this:
Teach formation as they learn the sounds for each letter using a memorable phrase, encouraging an effective pen grip. When forming letters, the starting point and direction are more important at this stage than the size or position of the letter on a line.
	 Physical Development – Fine Motor Skills ELG
Children should be able to:
· Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases.
· Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes, and cutlery.
· Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.

 Literacy – Writing ELG
Children should be able to:
· Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.
· Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with letters.
· Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.

Handwriting-Specific Expectations
Although handwriting isn't a standalone ELG, these are commonly accepted best-practice expectations for handwriting by the end of Reception:
· Use correct letter formation for most lower-case and capital letters.
· Write on the line (if using lined paper).
· Use spacing between words.
· Begin to understand and use basic punctuation (capital letters, full stops).
· Write from left to right and top to bottom.
· Hold writing tools with a comfortable, controlled grip (usually tripod grip).

	Autumn Term – Fine Motor Foundations & Mark-Making
Focus:
· Develop gross and fine motor control
· Encourage early mark-making and pencil grip
· Introduce pre-writing patterns and early letter shapes
 Letter-Join Progression:
1. Gross & Fine Motor Activities
· Dough disco, threading, tweezer play, pegboards
· Shoulder and arm movements using large tools (paintbrushes, rollers)
2. Pre-Writing Patterns (Letter-Join "Easy Pattern" module)
· Tracing vertical, horizontal, zigzag, circular patterns
· Air-writing and large surface activities (chalk, sand trays)
3. Correct Pencil Grip
· Teach and reinforce tripod grip using pencil grips or visual cues
· Use Letter-Join's "Getting Ready for Handwriting" activities
4. Name Writing
· First names using correct initial capital and lowercase letters
· Use name cards with for guidance
5. Introduce Lowercase Letters (linked to phonics)
· Start with satpin (or order matched to phonics scheme)
· Teach correct formation, starting points, and direction using Letter-Join animations and worksheets

Spring Term – Letter Formation and Control
Focus:
· Embed correct formation of all lowercase letters
· Develop consistency in size, orientation, and spacing
· Begin using writing for purpose (e.g., labels, lists, captions)
Letter-Join Progression:
1. Consolidate Lowercase Letters
· Teach in letter families to build motor memory:
· Curly caterpillar (c, a, o, d, g, q, e, s)
· Long ladder (l, i, t, u, j, y)
· One-armed robot (r, b, n, h, m, k, p)
· Zigzag monster (z, v, w, x)
2. Formation Practice
· Use Letter-Join worksheets (as needed)
· Use  sand trays, and rainbow writing
3. Word Writing (Using Phonics Knowledge)
· CVC words, labels, captions
· Letter-Join word practice for tricky and high-frequency words
4. Begin Teaching Capital Letters
· Use alongside name writing and sentence starters
· Capital formation 

Summer Term – Application and Sentence Writing
Focus:
· Apply handwriting in purposeful writing
· Improve stamina and control
· Achieve Early Learning Goals for writing and fine motor skills
Letter-Join Progression:
1. Letter Formation Consolidation
· Daily short sessions revisiting formation
· Emphasis on correct start points and relative size
2. Writing Simple Words and Sentences
· Children write phrases and short sentences independently
· Focus on spacing, letter placement, and use of capital letters and full stops
3. Number Formation
· Teach correct formation of digits 0–9
· Use rhymes and direction arrows
4. Consistent Practice Across the Curriculum
· Opportunities to write in all areas: role play, construction, outdoor, creative
· Letter-Join home access (if available) for consolidation


	Y1
	Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly.
Form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place. 
Form capital letters and digits 0-9.
Understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ and to practise these.
Leave spaces between words.
	Handwriting requires frequent and discrete, direct teaching. Pupils should be able to form letters correctly and confidently. The size of the writing implement (pencil, pen) should not be too large for a young pupil’s hand. 
Whatever is being used should allow the pupil to hold it easily and correctly so that bad habits are avoided.
Left-handed pupils should receive specific teaching to meet their needs.
	What ‘Expected’ Looks Like in Year 1 Writing:
By the end of Year 1, children should:
· Use clear, consistent, correctly formed letters (lowercase and capitals)
· Sit correctly and hold a pencil properly
· Write words and sentences legibly, with appropriate spacing between words
· Begin to write on the line
· Show an awareness of letter size and placement (e.g., tall letters like 't' and 'h' are taller than 'a' or 'e')
Not Expected by End of Year 1:
· Joined handwriting is not required (this comes in Year 2)
· Fluency is not expected to be fully developed — legibility and consistency come first

	Autumn Term – Developing Correct Letter Formation
Focus:
· Pencil grip and posture
· Introduce letter families and correct formation
· Write simple words and CVCs using correct formation
Teaching Sequence:
1. Getting Ready to Write
· Correct seating and posture
· Tripod grip
· Warm-up and fine motor activities
2. Letter Families:
· Curly Caterpillar letters: c, a, o, d, g, q, e, s, f
· Begin with patterns , then move to independent writing
· Use formation rhymes and directional arrows
3. Capital Letters (Intro):
· Start teaching correct formation (not just uppercase equivalents)
4. Numbers 0–9:
· Correct formation, directionality and spacing

Spring Term – Embedding Formation and Consistency
Focus:
· Size, spacing, and correct positioning on lines
· Letter families continued
· Application in words
 Teaching Sequence:
1. Letter Families Continued:
· One-Armed Robot Letters: r, b, n, h, m, k, p
· Practise in isolation, then within high-frequency words
**2. Long Ladder Letters: l, i, j, t, u, y
3. Zigzag Letters: z, v, w, x
4. Capital Letters (Reinforce):
· Practise all capitals correctly formed and sized
· Apply in proper nouns and sentence writing
5. Writing Simple Words:
· Use phonics and Letter-Join resources to write CVCs, captions, and labels

Summer Term – Fluency, Independence and Prep for Joins
Focus:
· Consistency of letter size, spacing and neatness
· Apply handwriting skills across curriculum
Teaching Sequence:
1. Whole Alphabet Consolidation:
· Revise all lower-case and capital letters
· Assess for correct formation and sizing
2. High-Frequency Words and Tricky Words:
· Practise writing common exception words from the Y1 spelling list
3. Begin Joining Awareness (Optional):
· Introduce Letter-Join’s pre-join patterns
· Practise simple diagonal and horizontal joins using patterns (not full words)
4. Application in Extended Writing:
· Sentences and short texts with:
· Finger spaces
· Capital letters and full stops
· Consistent letter sizing and baseline control


	Y2
	Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another. (…in some of their writing. End of KS1 WTS)
Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined. (End of KS1 GDS)
Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower-case letters. (End of KS1 EXS)
Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. (End of KS1 EXS)
	Pupils should revise and practise correct letter formation frequently.

They should be taught to write with a joined style as soon as they can form letters securely with the correct orientation.
	By the end of Year 2, a child working at the expected standard can:
· Produce legible and consistent handwriting across different subjects.
· Join some letters using taught joins (if their school’s handwriting scheme introduces joining in Year 2).
· Maintain neatness across a piece of writing, including story writing, instructions, and diary entries.
· Show correct letter orientation and placement on the line.
· Write with increasing speed and confidence.

Not Required (But Common):
· Fully joined writing is not required by the end of Year 2, though many schools introduce it.
· Children may have joined writing established by summer term, but this is above the basic curriculum expectation.

	Children will not be encouraged to join unless letters are formed correctly.
Year 2 Letter-Join Handwriting Progression
Autumn Term – Securing Letter Formation & Introducing Joins
Focus:
· Consolidate correct letter formation (from Year 1)
· Introduce diagonal and horizontal joins
· Improve consistency in size and spacing
 Teaching Progression:
1. Letter Formation Revision:
· Recap letter families: curly caterpillar, long ladder, one-armed robot, zig-zag monster
· Check for reversals or inconsistent sizes
2. Joining Types (Introduction):
· Diagonal joins (e.g., ai, ay, ar, er, ir, ur, or)
· Horizontal joins (e.g., ou, oy, oa)
· Introduce joins between two similar letters, then expand to full words
3. High-Frequency Word Practice:
· Write Year 1 and Year 2 common exception words using joins
4. Capital Letters and Numbers:
· Ensure correct sizing, no joining to capitals

Spring Term – Embedding Joins & Writing Fluency
Focus:
· Apply joins in common words
· Develop even spacing and letter sizing
· Use joins in independent writing
Teaching Progression:
1. Consolidate joins:
· Continue practising joins in letter strings and high-frequency words
2. Tricky joins:
· Introduce joins from and to ‘r’, ‘s’, ‘f’, ‘x’ (Letter-Join handles these gradually)
3. Consistency & Line Use:
· Focus on ascenders/descenders: b, d, h, k, l, t / g, j, p, q, y
· Practice writing on lined paper, ensuring correct placement
4. Independent Writing Application:
· Use joins in short paragraphs, captions, instructions

Summer Term – Fluency, Speed, and Stamina
Focus:
· Increase writing fluency and stamina
· Maintain legibility when writing longer texts
· Apply joined handwriting consistently across subjects
 Teaching Progression:
1. Full Sentence Joining:
· Encourage fully joined handwriting in simple and extended sentences
2. Handwriting Practice in Context:
· Apply joined writing to spelling, writing tasks, and across the curriculum
3. Speed and Neatness:
· Begin discussing the balance between speed and neatness
· Develop personal style within the bounds of legibility
4. Assessment & Targeted Practice:
· Identify children needing fine motor or grip support
· Re-teach specific joins where needed

By End of Year 2 Using Letter-Join:
· Most children will:
· Use clear, legible joined handwriting in their writing
· Maintain consistent letter sizing and spacing
· Write at greater length without losing control or neatness
· Use joins in high-frequency and topic vocabulary


	Y3/4
	Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined.  Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting.

	Pupils should be using joined handwriting throughout their independent writing. Handwriting should continue to be taught, with the aim of increasing the fluency with which pupils are able to write down what they want to say. This, in turn, will support their composition and spelling.
	What Expected Handwriting Looks Like in Lower Key Stage 2
1. Joined, Legible, and Consistent
· Writing is joined using diagonal and horizontal joins.
· All lower-case letters are formed correctly and joined appropriately (excluding exceptions like break letters – e.g., g, j, y, x, z in some styles).
· Letters sit on the line with:
· Clear ascenders (b, d, h, k, l, t)
· Clear descenders (f, g, j, p, q, y)
· Letter size is appropriate and generally uniform.
 2. Clear Use of Capital Letters and Numbers
· Capital letters are:
· Correctly formed
· Clearly larger than lower-case
· Not joined to adjacent letters
· Numbers are:
· Correctly formed and clearly distinguishable from letters
· Placed appropriately on the line

3. Consistent Spacing
· Even spacing between letters within words
· Appropriate spacing between words (not too wide or squashed)
· Work is easy to read and doesn’t require interpretation

4. Writing with Fluency and Stamina
· Children can write longer pieces of text without losing control of letter size, joins or legibility.
· Handwriting remains clear and consistent even over extended writing tasks.
· Children may begin to show the beginnings of a personal handwriting style, but it must still be:
· Neat
· Joined
· Legible

Example Work Might Include:
· Joined handwriting in story writing, diary entries, explanations, reports
· Well-formed letters in all curriculum subjects (e.g., science, history, geography)
· Use of joined cursive in spelling practice, dictation, and note-taking

Not Expected at LKS2:
· Calligraphy or stylised writing
· Full development of a unique handwriting style (this comes in UKS2)
Bottom of Form

	Autumn Term – Securing the Basics & Joining Rules
Focus:
· Correct letter formation and joins
· Legibility and consistency
· Re-establishing posture, pencil grip, and line use
Teaching Progression:
1. Baseline Check & Revision:
· Reinforce correct formation of all lowercase and capital letters
· Revisit letter families if needed
2. Reintroduce joins:
· Diagonal joins (e.g., ai, ar, ch)
· Horizontal joins (e.g., ou, oi, wh)
· Use Letter-Join animations, tracing and independent writing activities
3. Posture and Presentation:
· Pencil grip, seating, and paper position
· Use of lined paper and correct letter placement on lines
4. Common Exception Words Practice:
· Use Letter-Join word banks and dictation practice
5. Capital letters and digits:
· Distinct, correctly sized and not joined
 By End of Autumn:
· Children join most letters correctly
· Writing is legible and starting to be consistent in size and spacing
· Capital letters and numbers are formed correctly and not joined

Spring Term – Embedding Joins & Building Fluency
Focus:
· Fluent and automatic use of joins
· Writing stamina and consistency across subjects
· Personal responsibility for neat presentation
Teaching Progression:
1. Consolidate All Joins:
· Focus on tricky joins (e.g., to/from f, s, r)
· Practise joins in longer, less familiar words
2. Speed and Control:
· Begin introducing speed and fluency practice using Letter-Join’s quick-write exercises
3. Application in Writing:
· Encourage joined handwriting across all subjects
· Dictation, sentence writing, extended paragraphs using joined script
4. Spacing and Layout:
· Focus on consistent letter height, spacing, and alignment
5. Check Individual Needs:
· Identify pupils needing intervention or fine motor support
By End of Spring:
· Children apply joined handwriting consistently across their work
· Writing is faster, neater, and maintains legibility over longer texts
· Most joins are secure and automatic

Summer Term – Fluency, Independence, and Presentation
Focus:
· Fluent, joined handwriting sustained over longer tasks
· Developing speed while maintaining neatness
· Pride in presentation and independence
Teaching Progression:
1. Fluency and Stamina:
· Use dictation passages, creative writing, and topic writing for extended practice
· Timed writing tasks to balance speed and control
2. Refining Individual Style:
· While not stylised, children begin to write confidently with a consistent style
· Allow for natural variation while encouraging neatness
3. Proofreading & Presentation:
· Encourage checking for presentation and legibility
· Discuss expectations for publishing best work
4. Application Across the Curriculum:
· Ensure joined, fluent writing is used in science, history, RE, etc.
5. Final Assessment & Celebration:
· Self-assess handwriting
· Share "best work" pieces using neat, joined script
By End of Summer:
· Children write in a fluent, joined, and legible style
· Maintain handwriting quality across subjects and longer pieces
· Developing personal rhythm and handwriting fluency


	Y5/6
	Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed.
	Maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed. (End of KS2 EXS)



	Pupils should continue to practise handwriting and be encouraged to increase the speed of it, so that problems with forming letters do not get in the way of their writing down what they want to say. They should be clear about what standard of handwriting is appropriate for a particular task, for example, quick notes or a final handwritten version. 
	By the end of UKS2:
1. Fluent, Legible, and Joined Handwriting
· Writing is neat, joined, and clear
· Children consistently use a cursive style with:
· Correct joins
· Uniform sizing
· Letters sitting correctly on the line
· Exceptions may be made where children use an alternative legible style (e.g., print) for a specific need
 2. Writing Maintained Across Longer Texts
· Children write with stamina and control
· Handwriting remains legible and consistent throughout:
· Longer narratives
· Explanations
· Persuasive pieces
· Cross-curricular writing

3. Appropriate Presentation for Audience and Purpose
· Choose when and how to present work neatly
· Know when to use handwriting or digital tools for publishing
· Show pride in the presentation of work
 4. Some Individuality and Style
· A personal style may begin to emerge
· Children write with a natural rhythm but do not sacrifice legibility for speed or flair
· Still follows basic principles of joined writing (unless exempt)
 Teacher Assessment Framework (TAF) – Writing: Working at the Expected Standard
Includes the statement:
"maintains legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed."
This is required to be assessed as working at the expected standard in Year 6.

	Autumn Term – Consolidation and Refinement
Focus:
· Assess handwriting habits and correct any poor formation or inconsistencies
· Revisit joins and improve consistency in size and spacing
· Strengthen fluency and accuracy
Teaching Progression:
1. Baseline Review & Refresher
· Assess: letter size, joins, spacing, and fluency
· Revisit correct formation of tricky letters (e.g. f, k, s)
· Reinforce posture, pencil grip, and paper positioning
2. Revisit Join Types (if needed):
· Diagonal joins (e.g. ai, ar, ch)
· Horizontal joins (e.g. ou, wh, oa)
· Break letters (letters not usually joined: x, z, y, q, j)
3. Line Use and Consistency
· Practice ascenders/descenders on lined paper
· Encourage uniform letter size
4. Fluency & Accuracy Exercises
· Use Letter-Join’s speed writing, pattern practice, and dictation activities
5. Spelling Integration
· Use joined writing to practise Y5/6 statutory spelling words (e.g. criticise, appreciate)
 By End of Autumn:
· Fluent joined writing in most writing tasks
· Clear, legible and consistent letter size and spacing
· Writing sits on the line with correct joins and grip

Spring Term – Fluency, Style & Purposeful Application
Focus:
· Develop fluency and speed for extended writing
· Encourage neat presentation for a range of purposes
· Start exploring individual writing style
Teaching Progression:
1. Personal Style Development
· Explore slight natural variations in letter formation while maintaining legibility
· Encourage consistent handwriting across different genres and audiences
2. Speed & Stamina Activities
· Use timed writing tasks and longer dictation passages
· Fluency-focused writing: start with warm-ups and move to paragraph-length writing
3. Cross-Curricular Application
· Encourage joined, fluent writing in history, science, RE, geography
· Emphasise presentation in topic books as well as literacy
4. Digital vs Handwritten Work
· Discuss when to choose handwriting vs typing
· Reinforce expectations for neat, joined handwriting in all written tasks
 By End of Spring:
· Maintains joined handwriting across longer pieces of writing
· Demonstrates fluency and increasing individual confidence
· Consistently presents written work neatly and legibly

Summer Term – Mastery, Independence & Final Polish
 Focus:
· Confident, legible joined handwriting in all writing
· Maintain legibility and stamina under time pressure (e.g. test conditions)
· Refine and embed individual handwriting style
Teaching Progression:
1. Independent Application
· Use joined, fluent handwriting naturally in all extended writing
· Self-checking for consistency, spacing, and alignment
2. Handwriting for Assessment
· Practice test-style tasks (e.g. extended narrative, report, explanation)
· Ensure writing is fast, legible, and accurate under time pressure
3. Publishing & Presentation Projects
· Encourage best work books, display pieces, or leavers' memories books
· Showcase final handwriting skills with pride
4. Final Review & Celebration
· Reflect on individual progress
· Create a handwriting certificate, “before and after” comparison or portfolio piece
 By End of Summer (End of KS2):
· Writes fluently, legibly, and at speed using joined handwriting
· Maintains legibility in long, timed tasks
· Shows pride in handwriting and consistency across all subjects
· Demonstrates a developing but readable personal style




Interventions
The expectation is that if children are not keeping up with ARE handwriting expectations, teachers will intervene to target specific handwriting difficulties.
The school implements a range of evidence-based handwriting interventions to support pupils who are not yet writing fluently or legibly. These include targeted fine motor development activities, structured handwriting programmes such as Write from the Start and Speed Up!, and the consistent use of the Letter-Join scheme across all year groups. Pupils identified for additional support receive regular small-group or 1:1 intervention focusing on correct letter formation, posture, pencil grip, and stamina. Interventions are monitored for impact through regular work scrutiny and teacher assessment. Where appropriate, strategies are personalised using visual aids, adapted tools, and multi-sensory techniques. 

Time given 
EYFS – 2x letter join sessions per week.
Key stage 1 2x letter join sessions per week.
Key stage 2 2x letter join sessions per week.
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